The judge found sufficient grounds for taking jurisdiction and proceeded with the trial. Escamilla was then convicted of involuntary manslaughter. He has appealed.
Following are some observations on the jurisdictional aspect of the case.
1) It was evident throughout the hearings that the presiding judge wished, if possible, to decide the jurisdictional issue exclusively on the basis of US. domestic law, and that he was not disposed to address himself to abstruse questions of international law, once the Canadian waiver was on the record. At no point, therefore, did he express firm views on such matters as the international legal significance of T-3's origin, the possibility of permanent "possession" of such an island, the implications of a "ship" analogy as such for ice islands as a class, distinctions if any between ice islands and occupiable ice floes, and a host of other theoretical questions of universal, or at least arctic, applicability that might be considered of interest to an international lawyer.
2) In view of the very real, long continued, and unchallenged activities of U.S. Government agencies and Government grantees on T-3, the factual close connection between that particular ice platform and US. interests was so clear that the finding of proper criminal jurisdiction in the Escamilla case should probably not be given too broad a theoretical application.
3) One may argue that the case illustrated the extreme narrowness of the exclusively territorial basis for criminal jurisdiction (exceptions were noted) and that the judge was so troubled at the consequences of applying its pure logic in the Escamilla case that he chose instead to proceed on the basis of practical common sense and social responsibility, leaving it to others to split hairs over the meaning of commas in Section 7 of Title 18 of the US. Code or the analogies of ice islands with ships, guano islands, or commercial aircraft flying over the high seas. Inland from the Bay a lowland gravel and clay plain extends eastwards towards Newman Bay. Along the coast of the Bay are dry, rocky-gravel and sandy terraces, with no prominent rock outcrops. A major river with its associated gravel and clay terraces and sand bars extends on to the coastal flats. Only a few coastal marshes exist above the intertidal zone which is very unstable owing to the action of large ice floes which are driven ashore. Generally the vegetation is sparse afid is largely restricted to local areas favoured by more moisture. Collecting was restricted to the shores of the Bay for a distance of about one kilometre north of the river delta and for a distance of about 400 metres inland, onto the terraces of the lowland plain at a height of about 50 metres above sea level.
ANNOTATED LIST OF VASCULAR PLANTS
In the following list, the nomenclature of Porsild' is used throughout. Specimens of all species collected are deposited in the National Herbarium, Ottawa,. Canada. A few species (4) were noted but not collected and have been included in the list for complete ness. Distribution records are based on the maps of Porsild? and other literature reports. Alopecurus alpinus L. 410.
Common on wet clay of old estuarine and littoral areas. 
pumilum.
The most significant range extension is for the littoral species Carex ursina, which had not previously been recorded north of 76" on the east coast and to 73 ' on the west coast of Greenlandi. This species was recently collected from 81"25'N. on the west coast of Ellesmere Islands, but the present collection is the northernmost record of this species in the world. The collection of Stellaria monantha is a considerable range extension for Greenland, not having previously been recorded north of 78", but is known from farther north in Canadai. Several other collections -Poa alpigena var. colpodea, P.
hartzii, Puccinellia andersonii, and Saxifraga rivularis -are important range extensions in northwest Greenland, but are known from higher latitudes in northeast Greenlandl. Puccinellia andersonii has not been collected as far north as this in Canada, but the other 3 species are known from higher latitudes'. The collections of Carex maritima and Draba bellii are small northern range extensions in northwest Greenland. Several other species -Deschampsia brevifolia, Carex stuns and Arenaria rubella would appear to be range extersions from Porsild's maps, but Ostenfelds reported them collected by Wulff at more northern latitudes in northwest Greenland.
The foregoing list comprises 37 species, Bessels 5 and Harts both list 22 species from the vicinity of Polaris Bay. Simmons4 considered that some of the records of Bessels and Hall were wrongly determined, or could not be upheld as separate species, and produced a Wahl ., but without the specimens it is difficult to assign these even tentatively. Ruling out any species for which the identification is in doubt, we can add 13 species from the lists of Bessels and Hart, giving a combined total of 50 species for the Polaris Bay area. This total is poor in number of the High Arctic 198J1. Additional collecting species when compared with other areas of will undoubtedly add other species, especially if habitats occurring at higher altitudes on Polaris Promontory, or further inland are included.
